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It’s her first-ever COSMO cover -
and the first time in global history
that a transgender woman has

starred as a COSMO cover girl.

In this world exclusive, Emmy

Award-winning producer, actress

and new Host of Kim Kardashian’s~

beauty reality show Glam Masters:
spills on her. celebrity

—
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LOGATION YOTEL NEV YORK
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COVER STAR

the star says her skin colour
has never been a focus for
her. ‘Anything you want
1o achieve in life will come
with challenges along the
way — but if you believe in
it, then you will most likely
‘achieve that goal. I've never
really been ane 1o focus on
the colour of my skin. It's all
‘about how you see things.
The moment you think
yourself into a box, you
will stay in a box.'

PAYING IT FORWARD
‘While she admits she feels
incredibly lucky to have
been chosen out. of ‘trillions
of really talented girls' to
be able to live out a fantasy
af being paid to perform
for a living, Ciara says her
job runs & It deeper than
appearing on best-dressed
lists. 'It's more than just
being able to sing and
dance, and wear amazing
clothing and all that stufl.
There is a certain level of

that com

You don't have to dig
100 dleep to know that
Ciara may he referring
to her very public breakup
with the rapper Future ireal
name Nayvadius DeMun
Wilburn). Thiee months
after giving birth to their
son, Future Zahi, in May
2014, the pair called off their
engagement. It's tough
enough to go through &
break-up, but when you're
Clara, it’s a whole different.
ball game. As cheating
rumeurs swirled, the Dance
Like We're Making Lave
singer learnt quickly that
her life was up for public
consumption. ‘I think that
people can learn from your
experiences when they
happen in front of the
world,' she says. “You
never know what someone
alse is going through, and
you never know how sharing
your situation might help
them with theirs”

Fair to say, then, that

fans were

with it. She’s talking about
being a role model - a term
that akes many celebrities
roll their eyes. Why should
they b accountable for
anyone else's decisions or
values? But to Ciara, s an
honour, and a role she goes

pleased when Lheir ldol
found her knight in shining
football kit, Russell Wilson,
in early 2015,

“I thought | was going
to be single for four years,’
she admits. ‘T thought that,
now that [ had a child, and

to great length: e
she Mulfils to her best ability
I T can use my job to

speak to girls around the
world, and use it to make
a difference and be able to
help, it's a way of showing
my appreciation for the
blessing of being abla
Lo live my dream. Every
Iwake up and I get
to live this life. But it's
imporiant to show your
flaws too,' she says of the
way she's presented to her
of fans around the.
globe. 'Ithink people can
learn from the experiences
you go through as well!

205 cosmopoLITN | FEBRUARY 2017

my
experiences, it would take
awhile. T thought T would
be patient. I didn't want
to force anything, I didn't
want to rush into anything.
But it was way sconer than
four years!"

The pair hit headlines
when they revealed they
planned to steer away from
‘having sex until they were
married, Ciara says it was
atough decision but one
she'd make again if she
‘had her time over.

‘Ireally beliove that when
you focus on & friendship,
you have the opportunity
to build a strong foundation
for a relationship —and onee
you know yon're really great
Triends and you're what we
call “equally yoked”, where
You share the same values
or the same outlook on life,
it kind of sets the tone.
Knowing that you'll always
‘have the friendship and that
‘you can always go back to it
is very important, and very
powerful’ So how doas ona
of Lthe world's most beautiful
‘women and American
football's pin-up boy even
come to that arrangement?
‘We had a conversation. We
were Lalking aboul that parl
of life - the intimacy part of
it. And [ have to give credit
to my hushand for sharing
those views. It's awesoms
how it all worked out.”

It's also a decision sha
was more than happy Lo
share with her fans. 'Here's
how it works,” she says.

‘We women think with our
‘hearts and with our minds.

"SNCM

When we see aguy, we
envision what he's like
and whather this could
e something special.
Guys see us lrom an
exterior point of view —
that's something I learnt
along the way s a woman.
1t's important to have a
friendship, It's important

to have standards. You
shouldn't feel like you have
to give your body away to
get somenns ta like you!

It clearly worked out
for her: she and Russell
got hitched in July last year,
and announced in October
that they were expacting
their first child together.
‘T've definitely met the love
of my life. He's phenomenal.
He's going to be everything
Tever hoped for in a dad for
my kids. He's an exceptional
man, for sure.'

As the mama-to-be
prepares 1o leave, she
shares one final thought:
'I'm just like every other
girl. 1started in one place
and I believed in my dream.
And niow everything is as
itshouldbe' m

coM
NG
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hen Ciara
arrives
atthe
Hollywaad
Roosevelt
hotel for cur
cover shoot,
a sense of calm settles over
the room, Inthe few days
leading up to the shoot,
we've been scouting out
Incations in the hotel to
take photos. spent more
hours stuck in traffic than
any human should ever hawve
o (missing very important
meetings), and learnt —
the hard way - that drone
photegraphy isn't parmitted
by law in LA. {Who knew?)
Then Clara walks into the
oo, an almost-ethereal air
about her, and our faith is
restored, Or perhaps we're
just stunned by how damn
beautiful she is. We can't
be sure which. Either way,
she's much more cheery
than should be expected
from anyone at 7.30am,
and certainly more than
should ever be expected
of someone who happens
L be carrying a whole
other person. (At the time
of going to print, Clara was
expecting her second child,
though the due date was
a closely guarded secret))
‘Let’s dothis,' the star
says as her makeup artist
and best friend Yolonda
who flew in for the shoot
from Clara’s home town
of Atlanta) gets to work.
For the only child of
military parents, who
graw up moving from
Lown to town before
finally settling in Atlanta,
yon've got to wonder if the
F-year-cld sumetimes takes
a look at what her life has
became and gets the urge
to pinch herself.
‘I definitely have maments
when I'm just so amazed
at my jeurney,’ she says.

COSMOPOLITAN.CO.ZA

‘I'va really bean able to
achieve my dreams — not.
all of them, but many. The

journey has been incredible,
and I'm definitely grateful’

For Ciara, the dream
to be a performer was
conceived early on. ‘T've
always loved music and
I've always loved dance,”
she savs, "The frst time
Tsaw Michael Jackson
an a TV screen, [thought,
"Perhaps someaday I could
be something like that".'

I cidn' take long. Ciara
was just 17 when she met
music producer Jazze Pha;
she was signed to LaFace
Records a few weeks later.

Two years after that, sha
released her debut. album
Goodias, which was cartified
triple platinum and bagged
her two Grammy nominations
in 2006, And with that,
Ciara (who made the call
1o ba known enly by har
first name and rarely by her
full name of Ciara Princess
Harris), hit the big time.
Fast-forward to taday and
Ciara has been named as a
global brand ambassador
for cesmetics giant Revlon.
Let's be honest - that's a
pretty big deal. My name
actually came from a
[ragrance by Revion, she
says of the 'Clara’ perfume

her dad purchaszad from
the store st the military
base where they lived, and
gifted to her mom while she
was pregnant. ‘As an artist
and an entertainer and
& womarn, this means so
much to me. It motivates
me and reminds me that
dreams really do come
true. And if I ever have
adaughter, I'l be able
to share this with her.
It's pretly awesome!
While much has been
said - and celebratad -
about the fact that Ciara
15 one of the few African-
Almerican women to front
a global cosmetics brand, »
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